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MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT 
Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations — Personal Explanation 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [5.21 pm] — by leave: On 
6 August 2019, during debate on the Appropriation (Recurrent 2019–20) Bill 2019 and the Appropriation 
(Capital 2019–20) Bill 2019, Hon Nick Goiran sought an explanation from the government about a response to 
his question to the Minister for Police, submitted as part of the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial 
Operations for the 2019–20 budget estimates hearings, with regard to the multi-agency protocols for harmful 
sexual behaviour. 

I seek to provide the following explanation on behalf of the Minister for Police. The Western Australia Police 
Force is explicitly aware of the importance of information exchange with the Department of Education to protect the 
safety of students and continuously works with that department to improve those communication channels through 
the provisions of the Children and Community Services Act 2004. The WA Police Force response to questions for 
the estimates and financial operations committee for the 2019–20 budget estimates hearings in mid-2019 states 
“No”’ to question (f) — 

Would purpose-specific legislation assist WA Police in sharing information? 

The “Multi-agency Protocols for Education Options for Young People Charged with Harmful Sexual Behaviours” 
was endorsed in 2017 by the Department of Education, the Western Australia Police Force, the Department of 
Communities and the Department of Justice. Section 1.6 of this protocol states — 

WA Police considers concern for other students before disclosure to Department of Education or 
Department of Education Services under Section 28B Children and Community Services Act 2004 (WA). 
WA Police may not report when no concerns for other students. Purpose-specific new legislation would 
assist police in sharing information. 

Since 2017, when the multi-agency protocols were developed, the WA Police Force has found the information-sharing 
capability provided by section 28B of the Children and Community Services Act 2004 to be suitable for police to 
provide Education with the necessary information to reasonably protect the safety of students. Although the recent 
answer may appear to be contradictory, it was given from a more contemporary view on how information exchange 
occurred to protect the safety of students. The WA Police Force will liaise with Stephen Baxter, deputy director 
general, Education, to work with the WA Police Force on ensuring that information is shared and that both agencies 
are aware of their responsibilities. 
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